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I believe in God the Creator, the One who lovingly calls all things into being, who is 
known to us as the sacredness of all that is.  No names, categories, or descriptions can adequately 
represent the full reality of God.  God makes Godself known to all people, but from among all 
people, God chose the descendants of Abraham to be a particular demonstration of the wholeness 
God intends for all humanity.  As with all of God’s work in this fractured creation, this was at 
best a limited and partial demonstration, and yet a sign of God’s hidden plan.

I trust in God the Christ, the holy Word of creation, the Gift of blessing.  I trust in 
Christ’s reconciling entry into the world in human flesh in the person Jesus, who most fully 
expressed God’s will for humanity.  Christ came into the world mysteriously and wonderfully, 
lived as the perfect union of humanity and divinity, and was utterly uncomprehended by all 
people.  Abandoned by those who followed him and rejected by those who hated him, he was 
cast out by this world.  In life and death, Jesus endured our rejection of all that is sacred in the 
world and ourselves.  Dying as the Life of the world, Christ tore down the wall between life and 
death.  Rising again, Christ has triumphed over all the powers of hatred and sin.  Returning to the 
world, Christ will swallow up all division in God’s perfect holiness.

I rely on God the Spirit, the presence of God within us and within all, who is nearer to us 
than our breath and yet difficult beyond words to find or describe.  In this Spirit, we receive God 
the Creator and the Christ, and we seek God’s unity beyond all the divisions we might see or 
hear.  This Spirit blows through God’s people in all times and places, the one Breath of all.  The 
Spirit of Love compels me to speak and act for all of God’s people, sharing the challenge and the 
peace of belonging to God’s family.  I receive this Spirit as it moves in the Church.  The Church 
is truly present in every particular expression of God’s beloved family, and yet is always and 
only complete when it embraces all God’s people in every time and place.  I place my hope in 
the Church, that it will one day truly become what it already reflects, the wholeness of God’s 
restored people.

I search for God in the two great pillars of the Church: the collected Scriptures through 
which God continues to speak in love to God’s people, and the Sacraments in which God’s 
uniting and transforming will is revealed in human action.  By reading the Scriptures in their 
own historical, cultural, and literary contexts, we encounter the holy story of God’s activity with 
and for God’s people.  By understanding our own situation in the world, we find the God of 
Scripture continually revealed to us today.  Through Baptism, God welcomes us as God’s 
beloved children far more richly than we can imagine or deserve.  The waters signify new birth 
and cleansing from sin, which are always present for us when we remember and claim the 
promises made to us in our Baptism.  Through the Eucharist - Holy Communion, the Lord’s 
Supper - Christ welcomes us at table as friends, and we are united in thanksgiving for God’s 
abundant grace.  Christ is present for us by the mundane gifts of bread and wine, and in us by the 
deeply transformative act of sharing these gifts freely with each other.  In the Eucharist, Baptism, 
Scripture, and every word, act, or moment of prayer, the Spirit draws us into the presence of 
God.  Although the acts appear to be merely human, by faith we know that “this is the Living 
God’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.”


